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Group Work: Feedback Tool Sample and Helpful Tips 
 

 A Grade 4 teacher reviewed the Social Studies Program of Studies and identified two outcomes that 

were applicable to the process of working in a group. 
 

Grade 4 Social Studies Outcomes 

Students will:  

4.S.5 demonstrate skills of cooperation, conflict resolution and consensus building  

4.S.5.2 • demonstrate the ability to deal constructively with diversity and disagreement 

4.S.5.3 • consider the needs and points of view of others 
 

 The teacher led a discussion with her students to ‘unpack’ the two outcomes, and worked with the 

students to create student friendly terms for the desired qualities.  
 

 The teacher created the following student self-reflection tool for a Social Studies group project. 
 

   When I worked with my 

group I: 

Most 

of the 

time 

Some 

of the 

time 

Not 

very 

often 

 

I know this because: 

 was respectful even 

when I disagreed with 

someone’s idea 

       (4.S.5.2) 

  

 

 A couple of times I made a rude comment 

when someone suggested a question that I 

didn’t think was very good, but I was polite 
the rest of the time. 

 listened to and thought 

about the ideas of 

other students 

       (4.S.5.3) 

 

 

  We took turns and I was quiet while 

everyone shared their question. I tried to 

think about whether I thought their question 

was a good one or not. 

 

 One of the most important features of this tool is the far right hand column, where the students are 

required to provide evidence for the rating they gave themselves.  

o If students rate themselves higher or lower than what the teacher observes, this provides an 

opportunity for conversations with the student. Coaching students towards more accurate 

reflections can be a powerful way to help students gain confidence to take risks with their 

learning.  

o If students have difficulty providing evidence in writing, they could do so orally. 
 

 This tool could be adapted for a teacher to provide feedback to individual students. While it would 

be difficult to capture solid anecdotal evidence for every student every day, it is possible to focus on 

a few students each time students are working in a group. 
 

 While this tool could be adapted for peer feedback, teachers would need to consider whether 

students were ready to engage in peer feedback on these very personal skills, and what possible 

unintended consequences may arise.  
 

 It is essential that these sort of reflection/feedback tools are not used for grading purposes. Even 

when the teacher is providing the feedback, students need time to learn what the skill looks like, 

practice, receive feedback, and have the opportunity to use the feedback to improve their 

performance. Formative assessment is just as essential for process skills as it is for curricular 

content.  


