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Performance Assessment Task 
 

 

On The King’s Errand 
 

You are a citizen of England [or France] during the late 1600s. Your king has 
realized that your country’s presence in the New World is not what it could be. He 
has decided it is important that he learn more about the diverse social and 
economic circumstances in the New World. You have been asked by your king to 
go to the New World, live among the people and report back to him through a 
letter. This letter will include a recommendation, with supporting information that 
will help the King make decisions about whether or not to continue settlement and 
trade in the colonies. 
 
As you develop your letter for the King, you will need to consider a number of 
elements about life in the New World to ensure he understands the diversity that 
exists there. 
 
Compare Social and Economic Structures 

Compare the social and economic structures of the Aboriginal peoples – Iroquois 
Confederacy, Ojibwa and Mi’kmaq. In your comparison, consider 

 decision making processes; 
 role and status of women; 

 importance of consensus building; and 
 economic structures. 

 
Analyze Impact of Economic Competition 

Analyze the impact of economic competition within the fur trade by  

 describing the interactions among the Aboriginal peoples, the British and 
the French (how they worked together and the motivation behind their 

working relationships); and 

 explaining the results of economic competition (how the lives of the various 
peoples were changed). 

 

Formulate and Support Recommendation 

Make a recommendation about whether or not your country should continue 
settlement and involvement in the fur trade. Provide specific information to support 
your recommendation. 
 
The king intends to use the information in your letter to determine the future role 
of his country in the New World. Ensure that you present your information in a 
manner that will be useful to the king. 
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Rubric: On The King’s Errand 
 

Student ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

        

               Level 

 

Criteria                

 

Excellent 

 

 

Proficient 

 

Adequate 

 

Limited * 

 

Insufficient / 

Blank * 

 
Compare 

social and 
economic 

structures 

(7.1.3.1, 
7.1.3.2, 7.S.2.1) 

 
 

Provides a 
comprehensive 

comparison of 
the social and 

economic 

structures of 
Aboriginal 

societies.  

Provides a 
detailed 

comparison of 
the social and 

economic 
structures of 

Aboriginal 
societies. 

Provides a 
cursory 

comparison of 
the social and 

economic 
structures of 

Aboriginal 
societies. 

Provides a 
superficial 

comparison of 
the social and 

economic 
structures of 

Aboriginal 
societies. 

No score is 
awarded 

because there is 
insufficient 

evidence of 
student 

performance 
based on the 

requirements of 
the assessment 

task.  

Analyze 
impact of 

economic 
competition 

(7.1.4.1, 

7.S.7.2) 
 

Provides a 
perceptive 

analysis of the 

impact of 
economic 

competition 
among 

Aboriginal 
peoples, the 

British and 

French. 

 

Provides a 

logical 
analysis of the 

impact of 
economic 

competition 

among 
Aboriginal 

peoples, the 
British and 

French. 

Provides a 

rudimentary 
analysis of the 

impact of 
economic 

competition 

among 
Aboriginal 

peoples, the 
British and 

French. 

Provides a 

weak analysis 
of the impact 

of economic 
competition 

among 

Aboriginal 
peoples, the 

British and 
French. 

 
Formulate 

and support 
recommen-

dation 

(7.S.7.1) 
 

Provides 
compelling 

support for the 
recommendation. 

 

Provides 
convincing 

support for the 
recommendation. 

 

Provides 
believable 

support for the 
recommendation. 

 

Provides 
tenuous 

support for the 
recommendation. 
 

 

*  When work is judged to be limited or insufficient, the teacher makes decisions about appropriate intervention to 

help the student improve. 
 


